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Thank you for participating. Please read all instructions and specifications
carefully before completing bid forms. All surveys must be returned
by September 20, 2021, to be included in our special pricing report.
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Welcome to the 2021 Pricing Survey
Our readers have told us time and again that pricing correctly is one of their biggest challenges. They
constantly find themselves caught between the extremes of pricing work too low to make a reasonable
profit and bidding jobs too high to get the work in the first place. Either extreme is bad for business,
and this survey is an attempt to deal with that. Results of the 2021 survey will be published in the
November 2021 issue of FDMC and online at WoodworkingNetwork.com.

Since every job is different, how can you compare your pricing with someone else’s? We try to
eliminate that variable by having a cross-section of our readership bid on a representative selection of
identical jobs. To further add realism and accuracy, all the jobs outlined here are for actual work that has
been completed, and the original makers of those projects have provided their bid data. In some cases,
we’ve reproduced actual shop drawings. We also will have the original makers help analyze the results
to further add to the value of the survey.

Bid it your way. To provide the most valuable information for you and our readers, we ask that you conscien-
tiously bid each project just as you would in the course of your regular business. We ask for itemized
bid information on each bid, and please try to provide that information for comparison purposes even
if you don’t normally include that information in your calculations. If you would consider other factors or
use any special formulas (i.e., cost plus a profit percentage, price-per-foot calculations, etc.), please base
your final price on your usual method. For example, if you fill in the itemized information, but your usual
method gives you a different price, put your regular price down as the bid price. Please explain any differences
in the notes section. You can also use that section to make comments about the job. For example,
if the job appears to require different hardware, materials or techniques than you would use, or you have
a problem with the design and would suggest changes, please do so. But please comment on what your
changes would do to the price. Remember: We will keep your name and your shop name confidential in
the final report, we will publish only the name of the state or province from which the bid came.

Software/CNC/years in business questions. We want to probe how using computer software affects
pricing. A number of readers have also asked us to point out shops using CNC to see if that makes a difference.
If you use any software in your bidding/estimating process or you use CNC equipment, please
note that on the form. We also would like to know how many years you have been in business to give a
better idea of your business experience.

Bid what you know. We are sending a full survey package to all bidders regardless of their shop specialties.
Projects were selected to be of interest to a majority of the volunteer bidders. Bid on any and all
projects that you would feel comfortable bidding on in your own shop. Don’t bid on jobs that you are
not comfortable with, for whatever reason, unless you can suggest a change to make it work for you. Not
everybody does kitchens. Not everybody does furniture or commercial work. The point is, while we want
a wide range of projects reflecting the diversity of our readership, we want accurate price estimates. That
means realistic bids from bidders who know what they are doing.

         William Sampson
         Editorial director, FDMC magazine 
         Woodworking Network



Bidding Instructions

1. Read all the bid specifications carefully before filling out the bid form.

2. Before bidding, make sure you are qualified to bid on this job. Is it something you would do in your shop 
or that you have past experience with? If not, can you make a minor change to the job to bring it into your shop? 
If so, please do so and bid, but list the change in the notes section on the bid form. If you have any questions 
about the bid specs, you can send email to will.sampson@woodworkingnetwork.com or phone 203-512-5661.

3. Please complete the itemized bid form even if you use another method for pricing. This will provide read-
ers with a means of comparing bids. However, use your usual method to calculate your final bid price. Please 
use the notes section to briefly explain your method and the variance, if any, from our itemization list.

4. Use the notes section for any pertinent comments. These could include suggestions for changes in the job, 
variances in your bid or work method or even questions you may have.

2021 Pricing Survey Bid Form
Bidder information (confidential except for state)
Name _______________________________________ Company ____________________________________
Address _________________________________ City _____________________State _____ Zip __________
Phone ____________________ Fax ____________________ E-mail _______________________
How many years have you been in business? _______________

1. Cherry two-tone kitchen
Design/Plans __________ Materials __________ Shop Rate __________ Construction hrs. __________
Install rate __________ Install hrs. __________ Finishing Rate __________ Finishing hrs. __________
Did you use computer software to calculate this bid? ________ If so, note the program below in the Notes section.
Do you use CNC equipment in your manufacturing process? _________________
Total Bid (including finishing and installation) __________
Notes:

2. Restaurant booths
Design/Plans __________ Materials __________ Shop Rate __________ Construction hrs. __________
Install rate __________ Install hrs. __________ Finishing Rate __________ Finishing hrs. __________
Did you use computer software to calculate this bid? ________ If so, note the program below in the Notes section.
Do you use CNC equipment in your manufacturing process? _________________
Total Bid (including finishing and installation) __________
Notes:



3. Maple painted inset kitchen.
Design/Plans __________ Materials __________ Shop Rate __________ Construction hrs. __________
Install rate __________ Install hrs. __________ Finishing Rate __________ Finishing hrs. __________
Did you use computer software to calculate this bid? ________ If so, note the program below in the Notes section.
Do you use CNC equipment in your manufacturing process? _________________
Total Bid (including finishing and installation) __________
Notes:

4. Book store project
Design/Plans __________ Materials __________ Shop Rate __________ Construction hrs. __________
Install rate __________ Install hrs. __________ Finishing Rate __________ Finishing hrs. __________
Did you use computer software to calculate this bid? ________ If so, note the program below in the Notes section.
Do you use CNC equipment in your manufacturing process? _________________
Total Bid (including finishing and installation) __________
Notes:

6. About this survey.
 A. About how long did it take you to complete the bidding?

 B. Was the bidding information adequate? If not, how could it be improved?

 C. Were the projects a good selection? Any projects you would have liked to add or drop?

7. Any additional comments or notes;

Mail completed bid forms to: Price Survey, P.O. Box 1089, Wilton, ME 04294-1089

or Fax form to 207-514-8234.

or send e-mail to will.sampson@woodworkingnetwork.com

All bid forms must be received
by September 20, 2021, to be included in the survey.



1.Cherry two-tone kitchen
Kitchens that combine multiple wood species or marry 
painted and wood finished cabinets are increasingly popu-
lar. This kitchen combines a classic beaded faceframe wood 
look in cherry with a wall of painted cabinets. Note also the 
contrastring countertop colors especially between the main 
kitchen countertops, the island, and the cherry countertops.

Here are the basic specifications for bidding:

Cabinets
Cherry fronts and exterior
Shaker flat panel fronts, end panels and island back
Beaded face frames
Blum UM FX slides
Blum Soft Close Hinges
EuroButt II fake butt hinges
¾” Maple ply interiors finished

Drawers
Maple dovetailed drawers finished with ½” drawer bottoms

Additional requirements
Crown Moulding
Seedy Glass Door hutch panels
Handles supplied by customer, allowance +/- $15.00 per 

handle
Pullouts include a Le Mans blind corner pull out, garbage 
pullout, (2) 2-shelf pullouts to left and right of range base, 
pullouts above oven and refrigerator, and pantry pullout 
right of oven, 
Range hood
Island open shelving at both ends
Deep refrigerator cabinet
Shallow spice cabinet left of refrigerator
Open bookcase at end of pantry cabinet
Open microwave shelf
Farm sink (by others)
Cherry countertop for hutch
Range Hood

Finish
Clear and glazed Finish included light stain, sealer (2), 30 
sheen catalized lacquer coat, glaze coat and 30 sheen cat 
lac top coat.

Notes
The general contractor handled all demolition, electrical 
including all lighting, all plumbing, floors ceiling beams, 
backsplash and trim. The range hood unit was provided and 
installed by the GC. Appliances were provided by the GC 
and owner. Counters were also done by the owners.
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1.Cherry two-tone kitchen design details (continued)
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1.Cherry two-tone kitchen design details, south wall hutch (continued)
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1.Cherry two-tone kitch-
en design details, refrig-
erator cabinet, broom 
closet and bookcase  
(continued)



1.Cherry two-tone 
kitchen design de-
tails, oven wall and 
pullouts (continued)



2. Restaurant booths
These curved restaurant booths presented a challenging commercial build-out project. You are pricing just the booths, not 
the wall paneling, which was done by others.

Besides the obvious challenge of the curved work, the booths required upholstery, with high-density foam for the seats 
and back, fabric, and attaching the fabric and foam to precut seats and backs.

Plywood, laminate, and “wiggleboard” were used in the construction. The booths were built in six halves to fit through 
a narrow doorway, and a separate toekick was supplied. A delivery charge is included in the price, but actual installation 
was done by a contractor onsite and is not included in the price. Finishing was also done by others.

Tables were included in a separate bid with the casework, so do not include them in your price.

See the accompanying architectural drawings for details.



2. Restaurant booths 
design details  
(continued)



2. Restaurant booths design details (continued)



3. Maple painted inset kitchen
This kitchen transformed a cramped and busy kitchen with 
low ceilings and a big Colonial fireplace into a brighter, 
more inviting space with white painted maple cabinets and 
plenty of lighting. Here are the basic specs.

Cabinets
Soft maple wood substrate with ¾” maple ply interiors 
finished.

Drawers
Maple dovetailed drawers finished with ½” drawer bottoms
Blum UM FX slides

Doors
Blum Soft Close Hinges

Finish
Paint grade finish, painted and glazed, primer, color coat,  
30 sheen catalyzed  lacquer coat, glaze coat, 30 sheen cat 
lac top coat.

 

Details
Columns, corbels appliques, carved trim and crown as seen 
in photographs, sourced from Outwater Plastics.
Leaded bevel glass panels custom.
Handles supplied by customer.
Le Mans blind corner pullout, double garbage pullout under 
sink, open appliance lift, and two shelf pullouts to left and 
right of range base.
Glass shelves in hutch cabinet, wood adjustable shelves at 
bottom of hutch cabinet, 
 
Notes
General contractor handled all demolition, electrical, light-
ing, and plumbing. Appliances were provided by GC and 
owner. Soapstone countertops were provided by owner.  
Floors, ceiling, tile and stone work was don by the GC, as 
was the range hood unit and installation
 



3. Maple painted 
inset kitchen design 
details (continued)
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3. Maple painted 
inset kitchen design 
details (continued)



3. Maple painted inset kitchen design details (continued)



2. Athletic retail clothing  
store build-out design details
(continued)

3. Maple painted 
inset kitchen design 
details (continued)



4. Book Store Project
This book store project included just about all the features 
you might expect in a retail store fixture job. There are 43 
wall units, shelves, slatwall, 13 rolling dump tables, 18 gon-
dolas, a cashier’s credenza, and a light valance system. Most 
of the work was done in almond melamine coated particle 
board (AMPB) or hard rock maple G2S PBC (MPBC). There 
is also almond slatwall, 3-inch O.C. (slat). Panels cut to size 
and edgebanded were outsourced. Here is the actual cutlist 
for the job.

Light valance system
18 valance panels 3/4 x 9 x 96 AMPB
100 valance arms 3/4 x 3 x 20 AMPB
20 valance front rails 3/4 x 3 x 97 AMPB
20 valance rear rail 3/4 x 3 x 97 AMPB

Wall units (43)
90 wall unit side panels 3/4 x 12 x 82-1/2 MPBC
45 wall unit top panels 3/4 x 12 x 36 MPBC
45 wall unit bottom panels 3/4 x 12 x 36 AMPB
270 wall unit shelves 1 x 11-7/8 x 34-1/4 MDF
45 wall unit back panels 1/4 x 36 x 84 AMPB

Double gondolas (18)
18 gondola unit side panels 3/4 x 24-1/2 x 60 MPBC
9 gondola top panel 3/4 x 24-1/2 x 34-1/2 MPBC
9 gondola bottom panel 3/4 x 24-1/2 x 34-1/2 MPBC
90 gondola shelves 1 x 11-7/8 x 34-1/4 MDF
9 gondola divider panels 1/2 x 35-1/4 x 62 1/4 AMPB

Gondola riser system
8 gondola riser end panels 3/4 x 14 x 6-1/2 AMPB
3 gondola riser top panels 3/4 x 12 x 70-1/2 AMPB
1 gondola riser top 3/4 x 12 x 94-1/2 AMPB
6 gondola riser side panels 3/4 x 5 x 70-1/2 AMPB
2 gondola riser side panels 3/4 x 5 x 94-1/2 AMPB
18 gondola riser cleats 3/4 x 3 x 24 AMPB

3x4 Dump tables (8)
8 caster skids 1 x 30 x 42 MDF
8 base 1 x 36 x 48 MDF
16 end panels 3/4 x 24 x 26 AMPB
16 slatwall panel 3/4 x 24 x 26 slat
8 divider panels 1/2 x 25-1/4 x33-3/4 AMPB
8 top panels 3/4 x 24 x 33 AMPB
8 bottom panels 3/4 x 24 x 33 AMPB
16 table top side 3/4 x 3-3/4 x 36 AMPB
16 table top side 3/4 x 3-3/4 x 46-1/2 AMPB
8 table top base 3/4 x 34-1/2 x 46-1/2 AMPB

Slatwall panels
6 slatwall side panels 3/4 x 46 x 12 slat
5 gondola slatwall panels 3/4 x 46 x 24 slat

Dump table hardware
K0255-30AL shelf standards
KV0256ZC shelf supports
3-inch swivel casters

Wall unit hardware
KV0255-84AL shelf standards
KV0256ZC shelf supports

Gondola hardware
KV0255-60AL shelf standards
KV0256ZC shelf supports
1-1/2 x 18 poplar dowel rods



4. Book Store Project
design details
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